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REPORTED BY HARVEY FOWLER, ESQ.

Friday, October IS, 1350.

The Legislative Department.
The PRESIDENT now announced the first business in

order to be tue consideration of the resolutions lying over
under the rule; and the Secretary read the lollovving
resolution, which was offered yes-crda- y by Mr. STE-
VENSON:

Resolved, That the committee on the Legislative Dc-a- pt

tmenf be directed to report th: following us an amend
ment to the Constitution, viz: No bill sha.l be passed un-

less by the as ;nt oi" all the members elected to each
brunch of the General Assembly; and the question upon
the final passage shall be taken immediately upon the
last reading, and the yeas and nays entered upon the
journal.

Mr. KELSO said, he was perfect' content with the
latter clause of the resolution; and he should be willing
to vote for the whole of it if the mover would consent to
amend it so as to make it a matter of inquiry. But he
maintained that it would be bad policy to make it a con-
stitutional point, that no law should be passed by the
Legislature unless a majority of all the members elected
should vote for it. It might frequently lie neccssaiy to

an important law w hen such a majority could not
e obtained. It was net extravagant to suppose, that,

from sickness, or other causes, eight or ten members
might necessarily be absent from their places, and so the
advantages of important legislation might be lost to the
State. Thirty-fou- r years practice upon the existing ma-

jority principle had been followed bv no evil result what-
ever", and he was in favor of continuing it. He would
move to amend the resolution, so as to make it a propo-
sition of inquiry.

Mr. STEVENSON said", he was opposed to all reso-
lutions of inquiry, because they expressed no sense of
the Convention; but he regarded all imperative resolu-
tions which they might puss, as of some importance.
He was willing that the Convention should now settle the
question involved in this resolution. If it should be their
wisa that it should require a majority of all the members
of the Legislature to pass a law, and if that wish was
expressed by the adoption of the resolution, something
would have been done the s.nse of the body would
have been ascertained ujon one point. " He trusted that
the gentleman from Switzerland would yet be willing to
waive his amendment, and allow the vote tole taken di-

rectly upon the adoption of the original resolution. One
of the greatest evils which had oppressed the State was
too much legislation ; and, for the purpose of cheeking
this thinj, he had offl-re-d the proposition contained in
the resolution. How was it now? Why, he had seen
bill after bill passing in the Legislatucre by votes of
ten or twelve men, at the close of a session, w hen. many
of the members had gone home and some of them man-
ifestly injurious and against the will of the people. Tho
adoption of this proposition was required by the principle
of universal sun'rage. If it was the unrestricted suffrage
of the majority ol the citizens which elected their rep-
resentatives, surely it should be by the voice of the ma-

jority of the law should be pass-
ed. The advantages of universal suffrage could not Ie
fully enjoyed without requiring the representatives tore-ma- m

in their places until the Legislature should adjourn.
There was no other way to frustrate the mischievous
and sinister schemes of djsijning men. The experience
of other States had proved that this was a wholesome
constitutional provision. What barm had it ever pro
duced in the legislation of the State of New York? This
principle had been incorporated in nearly all the lately
amende') constitutions of the Union, and he hoped to see
it prevail here. With reference to tho objection, that
good bills mijht be rejected under its operation, he re-

plied tLat it would be much better to lose a good bill now
and then, than to cram into the laws the mass of ill di-- 1

gested and injurious bills which were every year passed
in thi- - Hall by only a handful of men.

Mr. PEPPER oT Ohio said, he was sorry his col-

league (Mr. Kelso) had proposed to make this a resolo
tion of inquiry. He was as ready to m ;et the question
now, as he should b at any period of tho session. He
eould not think that the people of Indiana, sending here
one hondreJ men to legislate for them, would be content
with the understanding that thirty-fou- r of that number
could pass a law; for if only a majority of a quorum
were necessary to pass a law", thirty-fou- r was that ma-

jority. He submitted to the Convention, whether it had
ever been generally understood by the people, that a law
f any importance could be enacted and made obligato-

ry upon them, in their House of of a
hundred members, by a bare majority of a quorum?
Nevertheless, it was well known, that, under this prac-

tice, many laws had been passed which were not agree-
able to the wisher of the people, and which had lecn re-

pealed in consequence. He did not think there could be
any hardship in requiring, that fifty-on- e memliers oit
of the hundred shall record their votes in the affirmative
upon the final passage of every bill, before it can become
a law. It struck him that this question might as well be

decided now, as at any other period. He hoped that tho
motion to change the imperative character of the reso-
lution, if it were insisted upon, would not prevail. He

thouiht they would expedite business by deciding all
these' question as they mlzht come op. If gentlemen
wished to discus the question, he was willing to give
them time. He would not seek, by any parliamentary
etrategem to prevent the free discussion of every prop-

osition.
Mr. CLARK of Tippecanoe said, he should vote

against the proposition to mate this a resolution oi in-

quiry, because he thought it better to etile these ques-

tions as they went aIong,and he should also vote acrainst

the resolution. There was one feature in the resolution

to which he was radically opposed. It involved a prin-

ciple which would enable a factions minority in the Leg-islatn- re

to defeat the will of tbe majority ; and there were
emergencies which would ari-- a in every government,
when it would be absolutely necessary that something
should be done when it would be fatal to stand still.
Now it seemed to him that, under the principle involved
in this resolution, a very small minority of the Legisla-tar- e,

by seceding or kecpinj out of the way, at any time,
mf'--ht completely defeat the will of the majority j w here.
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as, in his opinion, there ought always to remain in the
legislative tKxly sufficient power to secure the transac-
tion of all the business necessarily belonging to that de-

partment of the government. He thought the yeas and
nays required on the final passage of a bill, would be a to
sufficient remedy for the evil complained of. But the
objection which he referred to was insuperable, that the
principle of the resolution would enable a factious minor-
ity

a
to defeat the will of the majority.

Mr. SIIOUP said, that he was opposed to the amend-
ment

of
because a mere resolution of inquiry could give no

assurance to the Convention as to what the committee
would make of it ; and the whole ground of debate would
have to be gone over after the report came in. Bnt the be
Convention could now deci le upon the amendment, as
he believed they would ultimately adopt the principle of
this resolution. He supposed that it would be one of
the results of the labors of this Convention to abolish lo-c- al

legislation by the General Assembly; and if so, the He
rights of the people could not lie represented unless tho
voice of the majority were heard in enactment of every
law. Then, more especially, it would be the duty of
every representative to be in his place. It was right
that a full and fair expression of the will of the people
should be heard ; anil it was democratic that the major-
ity should govern. He hoped lo see a constitutional pro-
vision, that, hereafter, every law of the land shall be en-

acted bv a majority of the of the people.
Mr. ItlTCilEY said, he thought this a very impor-

tant question, and he was himself prepared to vote upon
it at this time. But if members had not thought suffi-cientl- v to

upon the subject to make np their minds, he
would be glad to afford time to such by a postponement
of the suliject. He thought that one of the principal
reasons which induced the people to call this Convention
was, that there might be set up a constitutional check to
upon the legislation of the State. It was a universal
complaint that the State bad too much legislation. But
that was not all. It was renlly true that reflection and it

did not always mark the action of the
In reply to the gentleman from Tippecanoe,

(Mr. Clark,) who contended that the adoption of this
principle would put it in the power of a faclious minori-
ty to defeat the will of the majority, he was prepared to
admit the fact and all the force of the objection, and still
he would put the principle into the Constitution. They
had seen how a minority of the Legislature of the State
of Ohio had defeated the will of the majority, and if the
minority of the Legislature of the State of Indiana should
at any time see proper to take such a responsibility upon
themselves, and stop the wheels of Government, he
would say, let them do it; but he would take care to
make that responsibility so great and so crushing, that no
man would le willing to take it upon his shoulders. He had
been present here during session after session of the Legis-
lature; and witnessed the passage of the measures when
the yeas and nays could not be called upon for want oTa be
quorum, and business of the worst character had been
passed in this way all this he had himself seen and if
felt, and he had remonstrated in vain against its manifest
injustice.

He hoped the new Constitution would require the af-

firmative vote of n majority of all the members elected
to loth branches of the General Assembly, lcfore any
measure could have the sanction of law. He commend-
ed

be
the subject to the mature reflection of the Itody. It

should not lc passed upon without reflection. Whether
it went to the committee as a resolution of inquiry, or of
Instruction, he cared not ; and l.e cared very little wheth
er it were decided upon now or berealter. He had spo-
ken merely because he desired to direct the attention of
gentlemen to the importance of the subject..

Mr. NILES said, he earnestly hoped that the amend-
ment proposed by the gentleman from Switzerland (Mr.
Kelso) would not lie adopted, for the reason, (as it oc-

curred to him.) that its tendency would be to suppresf
the freedom of debate and discussion. It seemed plain
to his mind that it would be giving the widest latitude to
debate, to take up for consideration all important ques-
tions and discuss them as presented. He would not, of
course, insistupon a decision at once; definite action
might be postponed from day today. He thought it was
discourteous toward the mover of the resolution, thus to
attempt to silence him entirely, by changing the whole
character of his proposition, and referring it as a meie
matter or inquiry taking away all its vitality, in lact;
for the committee knowing the subject to have been in
agitation, Mould consider of it in their room, whether
submitted to them in the form of a resolution of inquiry
or not. He considered such a motion no less discourte-
ous than a motion to lay finally upon the table or post-
pone indefinitely. With reference to this proposition, he
imped it would not be disposed of in this summary man-
ner, for he deemed it a matter of the highest moment.
lie spoke confidently with reference to his portion of the
State when he affirmed, that there was no one subject
upon which the opinion of the people was more decided
and unanimous, than that all practicable Constitutional
checks ought to be placed upon inconsiderate and hasty
legislation. At the proper time even then, if it were
in order he would submit an amendment to the effect,
that for the passage of a law, not only should tho affirm-
ative vote of a majority of all the memliers elected to
each branch of the General Assembly to be necessary,
and that the yeas and nays in every case should be re-

quired to le entered upon the journals, thus holding eve-
ry man responsible for his acts, but that no law or joint
resolution should, in any case, be passed until it bad
been three times fully read on three several days in each
house. He was confident that such was the sentiment
and wish of the people in his part of the State; and Le
deemed it as impo-ta- nt and as necessary, indeed, as any
other provision of the Constitution.

As the gentleman frem Johnson (Mr. Ritchey) had
intimated, and as they all could see upon the examina-
tion of the journals of the General Assembly, bills of the
most important character were often pas.scd in one luv,
and frequently in the course of five minutes, without hav-
ing been once read through, or perhaps ten members
knowing their purport, and perhaps without a vote in
the affirmative of more than one-four- th of the members
elected. It was bv means of such a system of legisla
tion, that the statute Books had been encumbered with
not merely useless, bnt even b-t- laws. It was, in fact,
by means of such a method of legislation, that nt one
tune they had established an insurance company which
directly became a bank; nnd that at another lime pecn.
liar privileges were iriven to one railway company,
which on the very next dav would be denied to another,... . ..
indi'oii, it was, in no small dcirrre, oy means ol sueli
legislation, that the volume of local laws had been ex
tended and enlarged to its present unwieldy dimensions
The rentleman from Tippecanoe (Mr. Clark) had allu
ded to tho inconvenience and occasional evils which
would incidentally urow out of such stringent rules.
But that gentleman should recollect that such evils were
only of a negative chnrncter. which the tteoplo them
selves could remedy. When factious legislators, who,
by combinations of minorities, had defeated wholesome
legislation, should go home to account to their constitu
ents, they would not bj sent back to act the same part
again. But when, by hasty and indiscriminate Icm-d-

tion, peculiar and unreasonable privileges vpre granted
to privat corporations or individuals, or, what was still
worse, when injudicious public legislation was adopted
then it would Iks a diiect, positive and serious injury, and
the remedy not so easily aotlied

He should not ro into any discussion of tho main suli
ject this morning! ho would, therefore, merely repeat
the earnest wish, ort his part, that debate would not le
suppressed in this way ; and tlint the charncter of the
resolution would not lie changed, but left in the form sub-

mitted by the mover. He fy It confident that this was
the true method of eliciting the sentiments of th Con
vention, and learning from each other the wishes of their
constituents

Mr. EDMOXSTON" said, that he should vote against
the amendment of the gentleman from Switzerland, (Mr.
Kelso.) He thought the present was the proper time
to discuss this matter Ho confessed that lie could not
see how the adoption of this principle could remedy the
bad legislation spoken of by Lnporte
(Mr. Niles.) It certainly could not operate as any
check upon the power of the Legislature to conler exclu
sive privileges upon corporations or individuals. It
could not prevent the same combination of interests
which had heretofore procured this kind of legislation
nor could anything prevent such legislation, while the
Constitution continued to sanction the practice of local
and special legislation. But let this practice be prohilx
ited let the Legislature pass only ceneral corporation
laws grantinz caual rigius ami privileges to an compa
nies which mifjrht organize under them. This would crt
sure an equality of rights under the legislation of the
State, which could never bo brought about by requiring
a majority to record their votes in favor of tbe passage
of every law. But there was an evil which, in his estima-
tion, would result from making this a Constitutional provi'
sion. Hove often was it tho case. that, in consequence
of sickness, and for other causes, a full Iton so could not
be obtaiied : and" in this way, measures of vital import-- 1

ance vwouli be frequently defeated by a Constitutional 1
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provision of this kind. He thought the recollection of the
Chair would bear him witness that, if, in the consuma-lio.- i

of the State Debt Bill, there had existed such a Con-
stitutional provision, it would have been lost. It seemed

him that by the adoption of this resolution the Con-
vention would be taking into their own hands what prop
erly liclonjicd to the people. He considered it would be

sufficient remedy to adopt a Constitutional provision,
that upon the final passage of every bill, each member

the Legislature should record ids vote. By this
means bo would be held directly responsible to the pco-pi- c,

and not to this Convention: and surely if a measure
were defeated by a memlier absenting himself, he should

amenable only to his constituents. It seemed to him,
that, upon the whole, the adoption of this principle
would be injurious instead of beneficial.

Mr. KELSO said, it would seem, by what had been
said, that his motion was rather unpopular ibis morning.

would, therefore, with the leave of the committee,
attempt to defend it. It had been said that his mo. ion
wus discourteous to the mover of tho resolution. He
thought there would bo no more discourtesy in making a
motion of this kind than for one man to attempt to im-

pose his opinions imperatively upon a standing commit-
tee of this body. V hat necessity wa s there lor creating
standing committees at all? If they wer to make their
instructions to them upon all subjects imperative, the
committees would have no discretion whatever: there
would be no necessity for them ; the w hole idea of stand-
ing committees would be a foolish anomaly, if thev were

be instructed in every thing they should do. He un-

derstood the advantage of committees in deliberate lo-di- es

to be something like this: the Chair selects for each
committee, men well qualified to pass upon any measure
that might he submitted to them ; then the body submits

them their projmsüions, and the committee, aftercon-sidcibi- g

them in ull their Itearings, report them back to
the House, with tin ir judgment in the premises; then

remains for the1ody to determine w hether they will
coincide with the report or not. This was what he
understood about the utility of committees. He would
like to inquire of gentlemen whether it would not be
preferable to offer, at once, an amendment to the Consti-
tution in proper shape? They had talked about saving
time; would it not be a far more time-savin- g method to
have their amendments at once incorporated in the Con-
stitution? He affirmed that the course proposed by the
nentleman would prove to be a saving of time over the
L-f-t shoulder a useless and reckless waste of time.

According to strict parliamentary iisae, he supposed
that he ought not to detain tho Convention any longer;
but es other gentlemen had gone into the merits of the
resolution, be would like do the same. They had
talked about the will of the people, and affirmed tiiat an
expression of that will could not lie obtained, unless a
majority of all the members of the Legislature should

required to vote in the affirmative before any propo-
sition could become a law. Their object seemed to be.

he understood the matter, to compel every member of
the Legislature to remain here until the end of the ses-
sion. But he affirmed that this provision would no more
have that effect than if not one word of it were in the
Constitution. For when any memltcr took a notion to
go home he would ask for leave of absence, which would

granted, of course. It would lie thought discourte
ous to refuse the first application. And on the next day,
perhaps B. C. D, &ic., would have leave of absence, be
cause the application had not been refused in the first
instance And so, frequently, the House would be
found without a ouorum. Durinir the term of his own
hort experience in legislation, such had always been
c case, ana on the last days ol the session there was

ure to bo but a very thin attendance. Under the opcr
ation of this principle, he sickness of five or six mem
hers, and perhaps the factious temper of five or six oth
crs, miirht prevent the passage of the most important
aw. w here then was the wisdom of placing so much

power n the hands of a few factious men, who might bo
isposcu to Keep outsuie oi the barf lney need go no

farther, and upon a call of tbe House they could answer.
and the Clerk would report a ouorum present. If gen
tlemen would take the trouble to examine the journals
for four or five years past, thev would find that, upon
tno announcement ol the Chair that there was no quo.
rum voting, a call ol the House, at the vety minute,
had lurnished a quorum, time alter inne. Bv the adop
tion of the principle of this resolution, they would only
jjive to such a factious minority ten times more power
than they now have. What obligation could it place
members under to remain in their places? Nona in the
world. It could not have the effect which gentlemen
pretend. For these, and other reasons', lie should adhere
to his motion to change the character of the resolution
Like his colleague, (Mr. Pepper of Ohio.) he was. h'm- -
self. ready to vote upon this question, but he would rath-
er, first, have the judgment of the standing committee,
n tue shape ol a report.

Saturday, Octolcr 19, 1350.
' Rights of Married 'Women.

Mr. OWEN, agreeably to notice previously given, in
troduced his resolution of enquiry, in relation to he
riguts oi marrieu women.

The resolution was asTollows
" That the committee on the riahts and privileges of

.1. - l . . r .i . . .me iniiaiuranis oi me siare, inquire into tue expediency
1 incorporating in the bill ol rights, the lollowing sec

tion : V omen hereafter married in this State, shall have
the right to acquire and possess property to their sole
use and disposal ; and laws shall be passed seeming to
them under equitable conditions, all property, real and
personal, whether owned by them before marriage, or
acquired afterwards, by purchase, gift, devise, or de
scent, and also providing lor the registration of the wife's
separate property."

.vir. UN L..N said, he wished to offer a few words of
explanation with reference to the precise character o
this resolution.. The change proposed bv it differs cs.
scntially in character from any of the changes which had
already been made in various States of the Union: for
example, in the States of New York, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Maine, Arkansas. Florida, Georgia, Alabama,
and several others. The changes which had been made
in these various States in reirard to the holding of pro- -

pert- - by married women, were changes afflvting exist-
ing relations alfecting the property of those now mar
ried. :ow ho would ask the Convention to observe that
in this resolution, which he proposed to incorporate in the
new Constitution, there was nothing but w hat was strict-
ly prospective relating to tho property of women here-
after married. The difference he regarded as a very im
portant one; for if this was made to apply to future mar
riages only, and among those alout to be married if there
were nny who thought, or whose parents thought, that
the old law was better than the new law, nothing would
le more easy than to come under the old law. Tho day
before the marriage the bride had only to transfer to her
future husband, all her personal property, and the rents
and profits of her real estate, and she would be placed
at once as under the old law. It was. therefore, a mat
ter of choice with her whether to come under tho pro-
visions of the old law, or to avail herself of tho provi
sions of the new. He would not, at this stage of pro- -
tccJings, argue the question wbethsr the principle in.
volvcd in the proposed change was right or wrong; be
was simply desirous of calling the attention of the Con
vention to the particular character ol this resolution.
It would be discussed, be trnstcd, at length, by tho Con-

vention in a few days.
He would remark, in connexion with this subject, that

the people of the State of Indiana had already acted up-
on the subject. It was not a new matter even among
them. There was upon the Statute Book now, a law
which made provision in regard to the eal estate of
married women, and the rents and protns oi mat real
estate. The words of the law were, " that they should
le deemed and taken to be her separate property."
Whether it was the design of this law to give to the wife
the sole management and control of her real estate, and
its rents and profits, be did not assume to decide; not
belonging to the profession he would not oiler any legal
opinion himself on that point. He had beard various
opinions in regard to it, some asserting that it did give
to married wojien such rishts of control, and others
that it did not. The legal distinction in regard to these
matters was of a Very nice character. The words " to
her sole use and disposal,'" are admitted to confer exclu
sive management, w bile the words " for her own use and
benefit," have been held not to bar the marital right.

He would only say. in conclusion, that he had not
brought un this matter hastily, nor without deliberation
nor, ho would add. without consultation with wiser and
more experienced persona. Many years ago ho bad
written, in regard to the subject, to two of the most
eminent turists in this or any other country Chancel- -

lor Kent and Judge Story and at the proper time he
would lay before the Convention their opinions oil this
subject, as they were given ta hira by letters addressed
In tiimdf

Mr. KELSO remarked, that the very clause of this
resolution of the gentleman from Povy, quoted by Lira

in its favor, appeared to his mind the most fatal objec-
tion to it. It might do well this monib.g after having
just emerged, as it were, from the large company of

eauiilul young ladies that graced the Governor's levee
ast evening, to come forward in favor of the rights of

unmarried ladies but be (Mr. K.) had considerable af
fection lor one married lady, and he could not perceive
any good reaon for making such timplo Constitutional
provision lor the rights ol unmarried women, in prefer
ence to the right of those already married. He would
lave been pleased if the gentleman from Posey had

stated whether he occupied tho position, that this Con-
vention had not the power to apply this provision to the
protection oi me riguts oi tuose ladies who were already
married if that was his opinion, he roust say that lie
differed from him entirely with regard to its propriety
unu correctness lie uaa no oujection to lue proposi-
tion if rt went no farther than appeared on its face: be
cause they had a law of similar character now on the
statute üook,to w hich the gentleman had referred, but
if they were to embody if in the new Constitution, he
would enquire why its provisions might not be applied
fr the benefit of all women alike, both married and sin-

gle. For the prrpose of taking the sense of the Conven
tion on this point, he would move to strike out from the
resolution the word " hereafter."

Mr. OWEN had but a single word to say in reply to
the gentleman from Switzerland. Individually, he was
in favor of the amendment the gentleman bad suggest- -

ed, but be was not sore that the matter had been suff-
iciently discussed throoghout the State, to justify the
convention in going so lar as it proposca, and me adop-
tion of this resolution would not prevent the Legislature
from carrying out the design of the gentleman's amend-
ment at any future period. By this provision they would
instruct the Legislature to go to a certain point; that
would not prevent them from going further if they de- -

ireu. lie was very lar ircm asserting tuai we had no
right to extend the provision to those now married as
as to property hercalter to be acquired; and be was
most decidedly in favor cf such extension, if it should
appear that the people of the State generally wero ready
to receive and approve it.

He apprcuended that the gentleman from Switzerland
was in error when he said that this resolution differed
but slightly from the existing law on the subject. The
law now on the Statut Book gave to married women,
at most, control over real estate, and its rents and pro
fits only, but embraced no provision at all in regard to
personal property.

Mr. KL.LSU observed, that that was the only differ
ence, llie idea that they were to do their business by
halves.And depend upon the Legislature to perfect it, he
did not subscribe to. If they were coins to make a
Constitutional provision in regard to this matter at all,
why not make one sufficiently comprehensive to embrace
the provision he had suggested? If the Convention in-

serted the proposition suggested by the gentleman
from Posey, in the Constitution, the Legislature would
take it as a criterion lor their action on the question, and
would shield themselves under the plea that the Conven-
tion had duly considered the matter, and had seen fit to
go so la.r and no larther, and tberelore they would not
transcend the bounds of the action of the Convention.
He contended that if the Convention bad the right to
pass such a provision, embracing the whole subject, it
should be done at once,' and not left for the ac tion of the
Legislature. He hoped his amendment would prevail
as it was merely a matter or enquiry and if upon ex-
amination the committee should esteem it necessary to
make the change now proposed, they could report ac-
cordingly.

Mr. OWEN said he consented to the gentleman's
amendment.

The question was then taken upon the amendment of
the gentleman from Switzerland, (Mr. Kelso) and it was
concurred in; and the resolution as amended, was adopt-
ed.

Circular
Executive Department, Indianapolis, Ind., )

October 30, 1850. ,
To the County Surveyors of the several Counties of the

Stute of Indiana.
By an act of Congress passed at the last session, en-

titled "An act to enable the State of Arkansas and oth-
er States, to reclaim the twamp lands within her limits,"
approved Sept. 23, 1S50, a.copy of which is hereunto
annexed, the State of Indiana is entitled to a large quan-
tity of unsold lands within her limits, for the purposes
mentioned in said act.

On the 15th day of October, I opened a correspond-
ence with tho Secretary of the Interior on this subject,
and believing that no further sales of our public lands
should take dace unless the Department would establish
some appropriate restrictions that would protect the wet
and uncultivated lands from sales. At tho same time, I
wrote to the Hon. Richard W. Thompson, at Washing-
ton, requesting him to call in person upon the Depart-
ment of tho Interior, and present the views I held upon
the subject, of the rights of the State under this act,
and the proper mode to be pursued to carry out its pro-
visions.

This day I received the following answer from Mr.
Thompson, and I concur so fully in the views he takes
as the proper mode to be pursued at the present hour,
and as to the construction of the act, that I annex it
also.

You are respectfully requested, on the receipt of this
circular, to enter upon, and to make out and forward to
me, under the forms herewith sent, a statement ol these
lands in your county.

In some of the counties there are but a few tracts of
tliesa lands and the labor can soon be accomplished.

In other counties where there is a great quantity of
wet and uncultivated lands, you are requested to obtain
assistance from your deputies.

It is very important to have your reports of these
lands, by the 15th of Decern Iwr at farthest, that the pat-
ents may be made out by tho General Government, and
thus the ensuing sessions of the Legislature may pass
such laws as are required to carry out the spirit of the
act of Congress.

Should you ascertain in vour examination, that any
entries have been made of these lands, since the 23th o'
Sept. last, please note tho same in your report.

If you do not enter upon this labor, you win pieaso to
lay these papers before the County Auditor, who is re-

spectfully requested to call a meeting of the county
loard immediately, that they may appoint some compe-
tent person, that will enter upon these duties without
delay. The Legislature w ill no doubt provide the prop,
cr remedy for your compensation. Yoj will carcfally
observe the rules suggested by Mr. Thompson, in the se
lection of tho lands, as they seem to bo gathered irom
the past practice of the Government in similar grants.

It further instructions are received you will be furnish-
ed with the same, but you will not delay making the se
lections immediately under this order.

The issno of land warrants, a large portion of these
lands adjoining1 good farms, the fact that they will be
soon under the disposal of the State authorities, all
thcc combine to make them now the object of private
entry. And it is very important to prevent this, that
the State may have no difficulty with the General Gov-

ernment, and that she may hold them for tho wise purpos-
es mentioned in the act.

I will furnish you the "lists and mats of the land,"
that will la forwarded to me by the Department under
this act so soon as received, which I am looking: for daily.
You will call upon your Auditor and obtain a list of the
unsold lands in your county, lcfore you commence ope-

rations.
Your prompt and energetio action is respectfully call

ed to the selection of these lands.
Very respectfully, yours fee.,

JOSEPH. A. WRIGHT.

Connection or Philadelphia with the West
bt Railroad. The Pennsylvania Railroad, the com
plction of which to Johnstown we have already mention
cd , is but a link in the great chain of improvement which
will connect Philadelphia with the West to the present
extreme point of civilization, and in future probably with
the Pacific. At Pittslmr? the Pennsylvania road con- -

nects with the Pennsylvania and Ohio road, on which
the work is under contract as far West as Wooster, 132

miles from Pittsburg, and the other sections ol tho work
are progressing finely. This wijl bo the greatest eon
tinuous line of railroads in America, or perhaps in the
world. From Philadelphia to Pittsburg, 3b0 miles,
from Pittsburg to the Indiana line, 300 miles. From the
Indiana line, throtigh Indianapolis, to Terre Haute, 130

miles. From Terre Hauta to St. Louis, 160 miles ; and
from St. Louis to Independence, 300 miles ; making 1270
miles already completed, or in process of construction,
and when wo add, the road from to the
Pacific, what part of tbe globe will be able to show such
a magnificent Work? It is but a few, years since any
part of this great lind West of Harrisbtirg, Pa., ras
thought of. We now see what energy and concentration
of capital and will can accomplish. Pk it. Ledger . .

sen
weekly.
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Abolition Fruits.
The efforts of the abolitionists; as a party, have bad

the effeet of tightening the manacles of the slave, and to
encourage the free negroes to deeds of violence. Within
tho last few days, a quiet, unoffending citizen of Brown
county, Ohio, JUr. , illiam Gilbert, was shot by a fugi- -

tive slave, who was escaping on a horse be had stolen,
Mr. Gilbert died in a few days. A meeting of negroes
was neid last ween at w arren, lrumbull county, Ohio 1

the hot bed of abolitionism, at ahich the following
resolutions were adopted:

Resolved, That we, individually and collectively, here
swear, upon the desecrated altar of our liberties, that we
would sooner see this nation shattered into a thousand
fraiments, than to quietly submit to any enactment.
honored by the name of law, that would compel us to
deliver our onnressed brethren irtn the hnn.U nf tlir5r i

i . i
ucniliirss, .

(IUI9UCIS..... . i i .. . ,

nesoirea, i nai we iook upon me passage oi tne u- -
et n:n... r.i " 1" j e. n is.t.,c u! uio many uecosoi vtiiaiuy anu

oppression against an unoiiending people, tnat l.as ever
Characterized this rruihv nation Irom it foundation to I

. , w - I

uici present imje. ...iiexoirta, mat tue colored man owes no service or
oliedience to any other master, save the God of Heaven,

n, i . ... i .i. ...1 r .it
. i . T l" 'I""" - nuiuoiuj ui an couoiuu- -

lions ana laws mat make us bondmen.
nesolved, l hat we will use our utmost exertions to- -

iMLiik mc iuauiuio u iu"iuc riiiu's, wu cmcr ine
officer comes to us an ofTicerf the Government or oth- -

"' "yls ?'? "u rcugion i me country 10 tue
contrary notwithstanding.

We have no comments to make upon these proceed
ings. They speak in trumpet tones to the orderly, law
abiding people of the country. Tbey tell the danger o

encouraging a distinct and inferior race to abide rn the
same community with us. They are aliens and ene
mies, and some mode should be adopted to rid the conn- -

try of their presence, or at least to prevent their farther
emigration.

Whieirerr in New York City.
I

At the ward meetings recently held for the porpose of
. . .

nominating Assemb.ymen, there was a free fight be- -

tween the Sewardites and the Nationals, or as Grecly
calls them, the " Silver Grays." The Custom House,
with its list of Government employees carried the day;
which is regarded as an administration triumph. The
Tribune thus describes the scene:

THE PRIMARY MEETINGS
The Whig-War-

d Meetings yesterday r.nd last even
ing for the choice of Delegates to tho respective Nomi
nnting Committees, were not more corrupt and larcical
than we had anticipated in fact, the general average
of foul voting and miscellaneous rascality fell short of
our expectations. In some v ards, the scenes exhibited
were outrageous ; and the Upper Wards were mainly
carried as they pleased by those who had control of cer
tain influences known to be potential. 1 hus the high
teenth Ward was carried by the Superintendent of Re
pairs, Superintedent of Streets, and a few suliordinate
officers of the City Government, by means of the gangs
of men under their control ; while "the Twelfth, and to
some extent the Nineteenth, were in like manner taken I

care of by the City Koadraaster. I hero were instances
where a particular bully or grog dispenser proved that
he had a Ward 44 under his thumb," and, having carried
it. proceeded to help bis friends in other Wards M ho had
lent him a helping hand with bis own.

The words of the poet are appropriate:
41 How plcaant ti to sec
Little children all agree."

From the Lafayette Courier .J

Mr. McDonald's Letter.
Crawfordsville, Oct. IS, 1850.

In answer to vour enquiry as to 44 how I voted on the
Fugitive Slave Law Bill, and if in favor of it, as re
ported, my reasons for giving that vote," I have only to
say, that my vote stands recorded in the affirmative on
the bill in question, and I voted for it for icasons which
at the time satisfied my mind of the propriety ol some
additional provisions upon that suliject, and which opin
ion I see no cause now to alter, and without pretending
that the bill is wholly free from objections, I think many
provisions of the law have been misapprehended, and the
effect of others exaggerated.

x ueuccisiiui oi iuc oupicnie vom i iu ic tu i 1 155
vs. the state of FennsylTania, and ed by XUeLcan
at Indianapolis, in May last, laid down the doctrine, that
under the Constitution, tho owner of a fugitive slave, or
bis agent, could arrest him in any State in the Union,
without proof or process of any kind, and all who inter- -

ferrcd w ith bis right so to do, were trespassers. This,
in my judgment, demanded some additional legislative
provision to provide for a leral mode of asserting this
claim, to prevent riots and disturbances growing out of
the attempt of slave owners lo seize their slaves by vir
tue commu- - had

would forcible imprudently
a the

the heard the
do-an- d continued riots would be the result of asserting
claims under this decision. But this was intended
more particularly to remove obstructions which some
of the States have placed in the way of the recapture

slaves, by enacting penal laws, against any
oinecr 01 tue öiate wuo migiu act unucr me
of the act of Congress ol lijZ. by an examma

of the Statutes of Indiana of 1S43, from
page 1032 lo pago 1033, you will sec that Indiana has

carried out to the lullest extent, the act or
referred to; and by reference to the 715th section

of the same Revision, page 984, it will bo seen that
44 knowingly to or give 44 employment '
10 iugtuve Slaves, is uy me pcnai law ot tins oiaio, a
high misdemeanor and punished as a crime. Consequent
ly the new law can give slave owner no more
eges in this State, than our own have always
tended; but, it is not so in Pennsylvania and many other
c -.- 1 1 . ,. cm fo- - .liti-r.na- l nrovUion on

the subject. But as I said in the beginning, I again re- -

neat, that I An not think the law wholly free oh- -

jections, and without taking it up in detail, 1 win just

n v ; rui nn nrw in nmrA rM.iiiv
r 1 .v. ir.i t -- m ,.iaorit r

opinion that some of its provisions. .require modification,
which I no doubt will 13 made.

I will close thissubiect by savins, that I have no
more vmnnthv with the institution of slavery, than any

. . . .1 ' i ..
man. but while we evist under i ift same constiiu -

with slave States, I am decidedly in favor of dis-

charging our constitutional obligations towards them,
much I detest the institution which they have

the basis of their social system.
Respectfully yours.

J. E.'M'LOXALD.

The Pork Market
We have nothing reliable yet as to prices. There is

a ditference of fifty ecnts per 100 pounds in the views of
feedcrs ; the nrst noiu wun nrmness lor
90, tho latter talk about $3,00.

There is hardly a doubt of the crop being short In this
State. There have Uen about 12,000 bogs engaged in
this city J the prices have not transpired) probably
and the rise up 10 me iirsi 01 jjecciuoer. no pocacia
here are determined to have their of the crop,
wh eh has been fixed at lOO.ooo

We can only give an opinion, which may amonnt only
to a guess. We believe then that the opening price in
this city will be $3 25. This price may not be sustained,

"to the great amount of the product of the hog
held over in tne hands 01 Cincinnati ucaiers.

The por respondent of a mercantile house of Louisville,
having recently the pork packing points on the
Illinois and Mississippi says the number of hogs
will fall but very little, if any, short of last season. He
saVs the number near the river will fall ßhort on account

j . 1 H.!U: t I .r i ,nl ih.01 tne scarcity ami price in u,u..m ...v
country will make up their deficiency The torn crop
wan nertrfinet, he adds, and this will enable feeders
bring all their ma l hogs to market dt late ieeaing.
I ne corn 01 tne oaca country win m i.",;n . ; , .. riet.. n.t if $21 nctt is nai.l
OT III SSfc I rn v x -

for hogs, he says it will bring them forward. Madison
Courier

ET-Dani-
cl Wallace, James L. Orr, Jos. A. Woodward,

John McQueen, flan, wm. Alicen, ami tin.
Colcock are elected to congress in swum varouna.

California News.
The Crescent City arrived at New York from Cbaores

on the 18th inst. She brings two hundred fortv-thre- o

passengers and over one dollars in cold dust.
We have dates from California up to the 15th of Septem-- -

ber. The over-lan- d emigrants were arriving in great
numbers j but many of them in a very destitute condition.
There has been great suffering among these emigrants,
for want of provisions for themselves and rass for
their animals. The late riots at Sacramento which
were followed by the failure of several large bankin
houses, created ouite a panic throno-hon-t the Stat.
Las nrojUP!j - t mnnAtnr c ,
. . . . . ' '
,arSe banking houses in San Francisco have closed
The Alta California thus describes excitement j

ii M...... T-- ,-. . .- a v x. r. i i,o rc"rei uiai oar
wi mnni mntt ,ni. . .1- .- e.i- -- " vuuiaiu mo iuiuuuiicemviii oi mo

ss nment of Henr AT r ti, i.tc. r
. . " V. 4 w.v iui v4

our bankers. This, in connection with tbe other
stoppages and assignments which

, have recently been
i r .j 'w.v I i. " iv. Hiviuoi ana l Ii V 1 1: mas a

general run upon all those having monev on denosit.
Ti. . i ti 1

- . i
finod almost entir. lv to the l.nrtinW ,ntl r 1. v;. . . - .j

oi iiiiam. i he dratts on that banker were very heavy
on that dav. On Fri.t .r v- - llttL . J.... r, ' i :

ti,. ti.ls harinT ut iffVina M,.t tw. t. f .- - - --. niiu
Mrnrv rvi Inoloo nn.I cnntinnn si! tlint rf ir fin QaI
urday morning, at 6 Mr. Na glee's doors re
mamed closed, while the other bouses opened. He bad
suspended

The consequence was an immediate rush to Burgryno
&Cr James King, of William, and Wells Si Co. JJe--
porsitoi s drew very freely from the two former, w ho paid
oöt as fast as possible, converting all bands into paving
tellers. 1 here was not so large a call uoon Wells k:
Co., though a large amount was paid out liy them. It
being ihc third day's probation of Mr. King! the crowd
with hira was not m great as might have been ex
pected.

At Lurgoyne cc Co.'s there was a larire crowd tha
whole day, resembling more the gathering at the Post
Ollice on the arrival of a mail steamer than anything. . ..1, : ii. in
C,!T c aci'lke a matJand a banker who understood his He
up a notice that he w ould keep open to accommodate the
public until six o'clock, ( an hour later than usual, ) and
also that his bank would be open on Sunday. V e admire
l lie spun wuicu nictated these pliers.

We heard a number of people congratulating Mr.
King on the perfect nonchalcnce w ith which he act all
demands.--

Tho " crisis" then has come. Only one banker has
closed. The others have met the emergency promptly,
and they will continue so to do. We will venture the
remark that Messrs. Burgovnc ?c Co., James King of
William, and Wells & Co., will reap an abundant harvest
from trial. Two or three davs will suffice to allay
the excitement, which will have its good effects, as it
has had its inconveniences. It will tell w ho's 44 thar."
Mr. King paid over $130,000. Burgoyne &. Co. paid a
much larger amount, but we did not learn the precise.
toiai."

Mr. King, who is brother of our respected towns
man, Francis King, Esq., was for mamy years teller in
the banking house e--f Coreoran &i Risrcs. Washington.
He is one of the very liest business men in the

From Oregon.
The mail steamer Cat Capt. Budd. reached

San Francisco, Sept. 14, from Columbia river. Tho
California arrived at Astoria on the 1st, and left on tho
Zd inst., bringing the mails down to that date, with re
mitiances to various nouses in tins city.

Gov. was received on his arrival with every
manifestation of respect and hospitality.

Ihc sloop-ol-w- ar ralinouth remained in the Columbia
liver.

The Oregon Spectator of the 21, contains a long and
glowing report of the spirit of im prove inent and progress
of the place.

lhe accounts of the overland immigration aremclan.
. . .1 a t w a v iw .a

c noiy. a irom coi. i. a. lvaiston, to tue com.
mittee of relief at Saeramento Citv, says that he is sat
isfied that at least 10.000 were on their way, one-ha- lf of
whom wonld lc destitute of teams and subsistence be
fore reaching Carson river. Thev had been misled inti
a roundabout and difficult road He says that most of tho
annuals on this route perished on the desert, and not un- -
frequently fuen, women and chi ldrcn sunk under the
hardships of the road, and perish for want of water
and food. Those w ho are foit mate cnoogh to get over
the deseit will ttill have to travel hear 300 miles beforo
they reach Carson river , and but few reach that point
w ith any means topnrcuase subsistence.

A desperate battle had taken place the mw
ners and the Indians on Feather river.

The Indians having lccn guilty of many unprovoked
outrages and murders, the whites formed a corps of
riflemen for their common defence. While seven or
eight of the company were out prospecting, they were
suddenly attacked by a party ol nliy or sixty of the na- -

tiring and rushed to t'.ieir aid. This little band stood
their ground for three hours under a terribly hot sun and
in a most disadvantageous position, till at last the Ina:.
ans, disheartened by thrir slain, retreated. Capt. San- -

er was mortally wont did, and three others severely 1

,ll0 former was Irom Massacl usctts. and the latter troni
Maine. Lieut. Jackson started the next day with lhe
entire force, and completely broke up all the enemy's vil

or camps, and entirely routed tiie scoundrels so
that no government aid will be needed at prercnt.

t rem tho gold diggings the reports continue encour
aging,

Fugitive Slaves Judge Story's Opinion.
The Dayton Empire publishes the following extract

from Judge Story's commentaries on the Constitution, a
standard American work, ti show that summary minis--
tCnol proceedings, and net the ordinary course of judi--
cial investigations, were all that was contemplated bv
lne iramers oi tue constitution, toenai.ie the owner ot

redelivered to his custody.

4This clause ftho one providing lor the recapture of
fugitive slaves. 1 was introduced into the Constitution

flelv for the benefit of the slave-hold.n- g Sta cs to cna- -

tA JnnM lhAiw .....fnriht a a. I l.rt t I. mi II IllVrtlu" '.lu v....... ."... ,c
cscapeo into otucr ciates wucrc nacrj w s not 10 era- -

ted. I he want ol sueu a provision cnucr tnc coiucueia
I n-n-e fnlt as a ' rrrievoii inconvenience bv tllp ElaVU.
I .

.- -.

.

-
..
-- ,

.
. . -

1, o. : ..a 1 ...1...nouiliig oiaics. since in many omics 110 m huicut
would be allowed to the owners; and sometimes, indeed,
thev met with open resistance. It is obvious that thet-- e

provisions for the arrest and removal of fugitives of U th
classes contemplate summary ministerial procecdirgs
and not the ordinary-cours-e of judicial investigations, to
ascertain whether the complaint be well founded, or tho
claim of ownership be cstaltlislishcd beyond all legal
controversy. In cases of suspected crimes, tie ruiit or
innocence of the party 1 to be made out at his and
not n tLo prci;n,inarv inquiry whether he shall bo de- -
jjverej Up, 11 that would seem in such case to be nec- -

cssary is, that there should be prima facie cvidecco be- -

rore the executive to satisfy its judgment that
there is x,robablo cause to believe th paitv guilty ich
as upon

.
orj;naIy warrant, would juilify bis commit.

1

ment f0. trial.
"And in tiie case 01 tugitive slaves tnere would w-r-

to lie the same necessity of requiring only prima facit
proofs of ownership, without putting tho party to a for

mal assertion of his rights by suit at the common law.
Congress appear to have acted- - Upon this opinion, and
accordingly, in the statute upon this subject!, that of
1793, have authorized summary proceedings before a
magistrate, upon which be may grant a Warrant for re-

moval."

Shot BY A FtciTrvE Slave. On Tuesday night last., . ,...; cl . We in Brown conntv.'J lr' "" " - - V'
Ohio, was pursued by Mr. Cochran, tho owner 01 tno

.
J j r, Mr. Gilbert. On the par- -

;tb fired, inflicting a dangerous
.

in the'brMSt of Gilbert, and then cscapcd.-- Ct-
1 J
1 Rinnan nnqvtrer

Escaped no doubt, to seek shelter and protection from

those that give aid and comfort to the " panting slare.'
This is the fruit of encouraging slaves to run away from
their owners, and advising them to resist the law lev

their recapture. This is lieginning of thi cnj.

of those decisions as I apprehend that no tjvegj soinp of vl,oin were aimed With pistols, which
nity in any free State, quietly submit to the i,een sold them by the whites. Themen
seizure ol slave by his owner, without proof or process, fctooj t Le;r round, end Were soon reinforced bv com-
as decision of the Supreme Court authorized him to mÄmier (Capt. Sanger,) and some others who
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